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This well-bound volume, which carries a foreword by the Librarian of
the Academy, Dr. Archibald Malloch, contains a brief piece by the Vesalian
scholar, Samuel W. Lambert (which was intended as an introduction to the
Icones Anatomicae* issued by the New York Academy of Medicine in
1934), a chapter by Mr. Wiegand on the Vesalian woodblocks, and, finally,
a longer note by Mr. Ivins, formerly Curator of Prints at the Metropolitan
Museum of New York.
The original plates used for the "Icones" were discovered by Mr.
Leonard Leopold Mackall in Munich in a library basement in the early
thirties; Mr. Mackall reported his discovery to the Academy, and author-
ization was secured for having the illustrations printed from the original
blocks under the supervision of the scholarly printer of the Bremer Press,
Mr. Willy Wiegand of Munich. Mr. Wiegand's illuminating marginal notes
had been intended, like Dr. Lambert's introduction, for inclusion with the
great folio. Unfortunately, the "Icones" appeared without textual explana-
tion. It is, however, gratifying to have these two explanatory essays now
to be used in conjunction with the book of plates. Dr. Lambert deals with
the amusing initial letters found in the "Fabrica," and Mr. Wiegand
describes the plates and explains how it was possible to use them after some
four hundred years.
The third essay by William M. Ivins, Jr., has been reviewed in many
journals and I find it difficult to make appropriate comment about it because
it represents the kind of special pleading that no serious scholar can accept.
Mr. Ivins' thesis is based on his conviction that Vesalius was a knave and
that any virtue that the "Fabrica" may possess is to be found in the figures
which, on wholly insufficient evidence, he attributes to Jan Calcar. But
despite the allegations of Mr. Ivins to the contrary, there would never have
been a "Fabrica" had it not been for Andre Vesale, and modern anatomy
dates from the publication of his book. Mr. Ivins is guilty of disgraceful
rudeness to several scholars, including Dr. Charles Singer, the eminent
medical historian of England, and the late Dr. Harvey Cushing, who per-
haps knew more about Vesalius when he died than any other person; he also
attacks other scholars, such as Charles D. O'Malley and J. B. de C. M.
Saunders. I, too, have been an object of Mr. Ivins' vitriol and I am pleased
to find myself in such exceedingly good company. However, it is to be
deplored that a scholar of Mr. Ivins' eminence in the field of art should
have gone to such pains to abuse every Vesalian scholar, living or dead,
when he prefaces his essay by admitting ignorance of anatomy and the
Latin tongue.
JOHN F. FULTON
* A volume containing all of the illustrations from the writings of Andreas Vesalius
(Tabulae sex, Fabrica, Epitome, etc.) reproduced for the most part from the original
wood blocks.
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